Eurépska krest'anska politicka strana
The European Christian Political Party (ECPP)

Eurépska krestanska politicka strana (ECPP) je jedinym eurdpskym politickym zoskupenim,
ktorého ciefom je reflektovat a rozvijat krestansko-demokraticku politiku v Eurépe explicitne
vychadzajuc z krestansko-socialnych pohladov. Suc€astou hnutia su eurdpske
krestanskodemokratické a krestansko-socialne strany, mimovladne organizacie a nezavislé
skupiny expertov.

Na rozdiel od inych eurdpskych politickych stran, ECPP sa zameriava na Cloveka a jeho
vztah k Bohu, k inym a ku stvorenstvu. Tento spésob myslenia povazujeme za jadro
krestanskej demokracie. Kedze ECPP sa profiluje krestansko-demokraticky, sme si isti, ze
dokazeme ponuknut nové konstruktivne napady prospedné pre buducnost Eurdpy.

Na&s kontinent a krajiny v fiom c&elia Coraz vacSiemu mnozstvu problémov. AvSak ani
individualisticky konzervativno-liberalny, ani technokraticky socialno-demokraticky pristup na
ne nedokazu adekvatne odpovedat, ani priniest ucinné riesSenia.

Ludia nedéveruju politickym institiciam, ani ich praci. V Eurépe vzrastd napatie medzi
réznymi nabozenskymi a etnickymi skupinami. Narody Eurdpy sa navzajom podporuju v
ovela mensej miere prave v obdobi, ked je potrebna solidarita, pomocou ktorej sa dokazeme
vyrovnat so socialnymi problémami, s otdzkami ekonomickej bezpecnosti a
environmentalnymi problémami.

Otazkam, ktoré nam prinaSa 21. storoCie, chceme Ccelit  krestansko-demokratickou
perspektivou. Tieto otazky pésobia na vzajomné vztahy jednotlivcov v spolocnosti.
Ovplyvniuju aj naSu kolektivhu zodpovednost za spoloénost. Sme presvedCeni o tom, ze
krestanskosocialne myslenie dokaze prinasat politické riedenia, ktoré nasledne mdézu
pozitivhe ovplyvnit' blahobyt obanov Eurdpy. Krestanska demokracia k nemu vyznamne
prispela uz od svojich pociatkov v 19. storoci, skrze politikov ako bol Groen van Prinsterer.
Krestanski demokrati ako Robert Schuman a Alcide de Gasperi poloZili v 20. storoCi zaklady
Eurépskej unie. Sme presvedCeni, Ze krestanska demokracia ma zohrat dolezitu ulohu aj v
21. storodi.

ECPP sa celoeuropsky usiluje Sirit myslienky krestanskej demokracie spolu s dérazom na jej
socialnu stranku. Zaroveri mobilizuje eurdpskych politikov a politické strany s krestanskymi
hodnotami. Zdrojom tychto hodndt je Biblia a krestanska tradicia. Tieto nie su samé o sebe
politickym programom, avSak vyzyvaju nas sluzit obanom Eurdpy a inpiruju nas pracovat
na vytvarani spravodlivych vlad, ktoré budu usilovat o spravodlivost, slobodu, pokoj a dobre
usporiadanu spolo¢nost.

Zakladna nauka krestanského socialneho myslenia vyhovuje kazdému, bez ohlfadu na jeho
vierovyznanie, pretoZe toto myslenie je zalozené na spravodlivosti a slobode. Krestanstvo
formovalo eurépsku civilizaciu najma tym, ZzZe zakladalo inStitucie zabezpecujuce
spravodlivost, vzdelanie, zdravotnu starostlivost a pomoc slabym a nudznym.

O ¢o nam ide

Eurépa ludskej dostojnosti

Ludska dostojnost’ vyjadruje vnutornu hodnotu kazdej ludskej bytosti. Verime, Ze tento
univerzalny princip je zaloZeny na tom, ze €lovek bol stvoreny na obraz a podobu Boha.
Preto by zivot mal byt chraneny od pocatia po prirodzenu smrt. Ochrana fudskej dostojnosti
ma mat prioritu pred individualnou slobodou. ECPP veri, Ze Ziva a prosperujuca Eurépa by
mala oslavovat’ a podporovat zivot. Vzhladom na princip subsidiarity je ECPP presvedcené,
Ze europske institucie by mali upustit’ od otvorenej podpory akéhokolvek konkrétneho nazoru



na tuto tému. Bohuzial, eurdpske institicie Casto presadzuju a financuju nazory stavajuce sa
proti zivotu. ECPP vyzyva, aby sa zaujal zdrzanlivejSi a objektivnej$i postoj voci tejto otazke,
ktory by sa mal prejavit najma pri financovani mimovladnych organizacii pracujucich v
predmetnej oblasti.

Ekonomika prospesna pre ludi a planétu

Ekonomika je o Zivote. Uselom ekonomickej aktivity je podporovat Zivot a zlepSovat Zivotnu
uroven vsetkych obyvatefov. Verime, Ze podnikanie a vlastnictvo fudi rozvija a upevriuje.
Podporujeme rozvoj malych a strednych podnikov a zameriavame sa na zlepSovanie
investinej klimy pre inovativhych podnikatelov. ECPP veri, ze globalizacia ma mnoho
pozitivnych stranok, avSak vo vSeobecnosti nejde o idealne smerovanie. Sme kriticki vo i
dohodam ako CETA a TTIP, pretoZe podla nasho nazoru oberaju o moc fudi a niekedy
dokonca i celé krajiny, a to iba v prospech nadnarodnych spolo¢nosti a v prospech sveta
medzinarodnych financii. Principy slobodného obchodu a ekonomiky otvoreného trhu su pre
eurdpske ekonomiky stale velmi dolezité, ak v8ak ma byt systém udrzatelny, je potrebné,
aby v ilom fungovala u¢inna vzajomna kontrola. Rast svetovej populacie a rastuca svetova
ekonomika ma na planétu urcity vplyv. Ak ju chceme zanechat v dobrom stave pre nase deti
a vnlcata, musime sa spravat zodpovedne uz teraz. To znamena, Ze EU a jej lenovia musia
€o najskér konat v otazkach znizenia znedistenia, emisii CO. a investovat do udrzatelnych
zdrojov energie.

Zdravé rodiny, zdravé manzelstva

Zdravé rodiny su zakladom prosperujucej spolo¢nosti. Verime, Ze stabilny a milujuci vztah
rodiCov je zakladom pre blaho deti a ze manzelstvo najlepSie zaruCuje trvacnost’ vztahu.
ECPP povazuje rodinu za najdélezitejSiu socialnu jednotku, ktora predchadza Stat a
akukolvek inu komunitu alebo skupinu. Preto vyzyvame Eurépsku uniu, aby reSpektovala
suverenitu rodiny, ktora sa zaklada na manzelstve jedného muza a jednej zeny. ECPP je
nespokojné s tym, Ze sa politika zameriava na ,autonémneho jedinca” ako ho prezentuju
sekularne ideoldégie. Verime, Zze kvalita Zivota Cloveka zavisi od kvality jeho vztahov s
ostatnymi. Ludia boli vzdy prepojeni vztahmi; a tym najsilnejSim a najstarSim prepojenim v
Zivote je rodina.

Sloboda, bezpecénost’ a stabilita

Skutogna sloboda vierovyznania, sloboda svedomia a sloboda vyjadrovania sa prejavuje
jedine vtedy, ak sa dostdvame do kontaktu s niekym, kto inak citi, inak zmysfa alebo sa inak
sprava. ECPP je presvedcené, ze extrémna politicka korektnost pohanana agresivnym
sekularizmom ohrozuje skuto¢nu slobodu a pravu pluralitu. Je preto potrebné, aby existovala
zakladna sloboda nesuhlasit' s nazorom vacsiny, a to v akejkolvek téme. ECPP je tiez velmi
znepokojené nedostatkom slobody vierovyznania v mnohych krajinach sveta. Jasne to
mozno vidiet v islamskych krajinach, ale aj v krajinach ako je India a Cina. Eurépska Unia a
jej €lenovia by sa mali zasadzovat za kulturu slobody a dérazne podporovat tych, o bojuju
za slobodu vo svojej krajine alebo regidne. Co sa tyka vzrastu extrémistickych islamskych
skupin ako napriklad ISIS, tato organizacia predstavuje podla ECPP pre bezpecnost Eurdpy
priamu hrozbu, a preto by EU a jej lenovia mali podniknut také kroky, ktoré Uplne odstrania
ISIS zo Syrie, Iraku a vSetkych dalSich miest, kde by sa tato skupina mohla rozvijat.

Boj proti obchodovaniu s F'ud'mi

Obchodovanie s ludmi je vrcholne nefudsky skutok, redukujuci Eloveka na predmet
obchodovania. Deformuje vztahy a vazne zranuje ludi, pre ktorych je potom velmi narocné
budovat nové, zdravé vztahy. Vacsina obeti je zneuzita sexualne. Kedze obchodovanie s
fTudmi je cezhranina trestna Cinnost, boj s flou si vyZaduje medzinarodnu spolupracu. ECPP
preferuje seversky model, ktory dekriminalizuje prostitutky a stiha klientov a obchodnikov s



fludmi. Tento model povazujeme za zatial najucinnejsi spdsob ako zastavit obchodovanie s
fludmi a (nl]tenl]) prostituciu. Obchodovanie s ludmi je najrychlejSie rozvijajuci sa zloCin na
svete, a preto EU a jej €lenovia musia konat okamZite.

Reforma Eurdépskej unie

Eurépska unia potrebuje vazne reformy, a to nie len technického, ale aj duchovného
charakteru. Verime, Ze Eurdpska unia, ktora je menej direktivna a viac napomocna, bude v
koneénom dosledku pre ob&anov EU prinosnej§ia a vytvori efektivny narativ vodi
destruktivnemu, krajne pravicovému sentimentu. Eurépska Unia musi menej sfubovat a viac
konat. Pre mnohych sa totiz EU stala skér pri¢inou problémov, nez nositefom rie$eni. Tento
pohlfad mozno neodraza realitu spravne, no pravdou je, Ze mnohi ob¢ania to takto vnimaju.
Aby sme znovu ziskali podporu a nad$enie pre int a lepsiu EU, potrebujeme realistickej$iu a
kons&truktivnejSiu rétoriku. To znamena dat viac slobody ¢lenskym Statom a viac sa sustredit
na kfuCové otazky, ako napriklad: potravinova bezpelnost, energeticka bezpeclnost,
spravodliva hospodarska sutaz a cezhrani¢né problémy ako je imigracia, prudka zmena
klimy, bezpe€nost a terorizmus.

Zachovanie krest’anskej kultury a krestanského dedi¢stva

Verime, Ze krestanska kultura ma v sebe pevne zakorenené zakladné slobody, kluc¢ové pre
eurdpsku spoloCnost. Odstrafovanie krestanskej kultury a krestanského dedistva by v
Eurépe viedlo k vacsim rozbrojom, nasiliu a neistote. Historia uz ukazala, ¢o sa stane v
spoloc¢nosti, ktora vykoreni (alebo sa pokusi vykorenit) naboZenstvo. Kultira nazerajuca na
Zivot ako dar od Boha, si ho bude vzdy vazit. Eurépa bola formovana krestanstvom a je
krestanskym kontinentom uZ viac ako tisicrogie. Bez vynimky kazdy ¢&lensky $tat EU bol
najskér krestanskym, a az nasledne sa stal narodnym Statom. Vacésina otcov zakladatefov
EU boli krestania. Verime, ze Eurépa by mala byt hrda na svoje krestanské korene a ze
krestanska kultura a krestanské dedi¢stvo by mali byt zachované. Kfu€ovymi aspektami tejto
kultury je sloboda, laska, pravda, zmierenie, a Ucta k zivotu. Eurdépa sa stala rozmanitym
kontinentom, ¢o mozno udrzat’ len vtedy, ked bude kazdy reSpektovat nazor a vieru iného
Cloveka. Preto nas uz unavuju sekularne protinabozenské ideoldgie, ktoré chcu odstranit
dedi¢stvo krestanského myslenia a znevazuju jeho relevantnost. Z rovnakého dévodu sme
proti vstupu Turecka to EU, kedZe tato krajina ma iné kultirne pozadie a odli§né hodnoty.

English

The European Christian Political Party (ECPP) is the only European political party that aims
to reflect and work on Christian-democratic politics in Europe from an explicitly Christian-
social point of view. This movement includes Christian-democratic and Christiansocial parties,
NGO’s and think tanks in Europe.

Unlike other European parties, the ECPP focuses on the human being in its relationship to
God, other people and the creation. We see this relational thinking as the heart of
Christiandemocracy. With its distinctive Christian-democratic profile, the ECPP is certain that
it can offer constructive new ideas for the future of Europe.

In our continent and the nations within it, we face growing problems. Neither the
individualistic conservative-liberal nor the technocratic social-democrat approaches are able
to give an adequate response or produce robust solutions.



People distrust political institutions and their work. There are growing tensions between
different religious and ethnic groups in Europe. European nations are supporting each other
less when we need solidarity to deal with our social, economic security and environmental
problems.

We want to promote the Christian-democratic perspective on these 21st century questions.
They affect the relationships individuals have in the community. They also affect our common
responsibility for our society. We are convinced that Christian-social thought can generate
political solutions. This can contribute to the well-being of the people in Europe.
Christiandemocracy made its contribution since its beginning in the 19th century with
politicians like Groen van Prinsterer. Christian-democrats like Robert Schuman and Alcide de
Gasperi laid in the 20th century the foundations of the European Union. We are convinced
that Christiandemocracy has an important role to play also in the 21st century.

The ECPP aims to spread these Christian Democratic ideas throughout Europe together with
its social expression and to mobilize politicians and parties in Europe around Christian values.
The source of these Christian values are the Bible and the Christian tradition. These sources
are in itself not a political program. These sources call us to serve the people of Europe and
inspire us to work on a just government that pursuit’s justice, freedom, peace and a well-
ordered society.

The basic teachings of Christian social thought appeal to everyone, irrespective of their faith,
because they are founded on the pursuit of justice and liberty. If Christianity has shaped
European civilization, it has done so in providing the institutions of justice, education, health
and help to the weak and the unfortunate.

What we stand for

A Europe of Human Dignity

Human dignity expresses the intrinsic value of every human being. We believe this universal
principle rests on the human being as created in the image and likeness of God. Therefore,
life should be protected from conception to natural death. The protection of human dignity
should be a priority above individual freedom. ECPP believes that a vibrant and positive
Europe should celebrate and promote life. Because of the subsidiarity principle ECPP
believes that the European Institutions should refrain from openly promoting any specific
view on this matter. Sadly enough, the European Institutions often promote and fund an
antilife view. ECPP calls for a more modest and objective stance on this issue, especially
related to funding of NGO’s regarding this subject.

An Economy that Works for People and Planet

Economy is about life. The purpose of all economic activity is to support life and advance
wellbeing for all. We believe that initiative and ownership empowers people. We encourage
the development of small and medium-sized companies and a focus on improvement of the
investment climate for innovative entrepreneurs. ECPP believes that globalization has many
positive aspects but is not by definition a good development. We are critical on agreements
like CETA and TTIP as we believe that they disempower people and sometimes even
countries merely for the benefit of multinationals and the world of international finance. The
principles of free trade and open market economy are still very important for Europe’s
economies however there need to be checks and balances in the system to keep it
sustainable. A growing world population and a growing world economy has consequences for
our planet. If we want to leave this planet in a good shape for our children and grandchildren



then we must take responsibility now. This means that the EU and its Members need to take
action now to reduce pollution, CO2 expulsion and to invest in sustainable energy sources.

Healthy Families and Healthy Marriages

Healthy Families are the basis for thriving societies. We believe that stable, loving
relationships between parents are crucial for the wellbeing of their children. Marriage is the
best guarantee for enduring relationships. ECPP recognizes the family as the most important
social entity, preceding the state and any other community or group. ECPP calls on the
European Union to respect the sovereignty of the family, based on marriage between one
man and one woman. ECPP is also weary of the political focus on the ‘autonomous
individual’ as it is promoted by secular ideologies. We believe that the quality of life of a
human being depends on the quality of his relations with others. People are always
connected through relations and the strongest and earliest connection in life is the family.

Freedom, Security and Stability

Real freedom of faith, conscience and expression only becomes visible through relations with
those who feel, think or act differently. ECPP believes that an extreme political correctness
fuelled by aggressive secularism is a danger for real freedom and real plurality. In this sense,
there must be a fundamental freedom to disagree with the view of the majority on any subject.
ECPP is also worried by the lack of freedom of religion in many parts of the world. This is
clear to see in Islamic countries but also countries like India and China. The European Union
and its Members should promote a culture of freedom and forcefully support those who
defend and promote freedom in their country or region. Regarding the rise of extremist
Islamic groups like ISIS it is the view of ECPP that this organization has proven to be a direct
threat to European security and therefore the EU and its Members should take action to
completely remove ISIS from Syria, Iraq and any other places where it might resurge.

Fighting Human Trafficking

Human trafficking is an ultimate de-humanizing act that reduces people to trading objects. It
distorts relations and severely hurts people, making it a difficult process to re-establish new
healthy relationships. A majority of the victims are used for sexual exploitation. Since human
trafficking is a cross-border crime, combating it requires international cooperation. ECPP
strongly favours the Nordic model that decriminalizes the prostitute and criminalizes the client
and the trafficker as the most effective way to stop human trafficking and (forced) prostitution.
Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal industry in the world, the EU and its
Members have to act now.

Reforming the European Union

The European Union needs serious reform. Not only technically but also spiritually. We
believe that a European Union that is less directive and more facilitating will be more
beneficial for EU citizens and will form an effective narrative against destructive far-right
sentiments. The European Union must start to under-promise and over-deliver instead of
doing the exact opposite. To many, the EU has become as problem-causer instead of a
problem-solver. This view might not be true but it does stick in the minds of many citizens. In
order to win back support for a different and better EU we need a more realistic and
constructive rhetoric. This means more freedom for Member States and a stronger focus of
the EU on key matters as food safety, energy safety, fair competition and cross border
problems like immigration, rapid climate change, security and terrorism.

Preserving Christian culture & heritage

We believe that the Christian culture embeds fundamental freedoms that are virtuous for
European societies. Eroding the Christian culture and heritage in Europe will lead to more
division, violence and insecurity. History has shown what happens in societies that (try to)



abolish religion. A culture that always sees life as God-given will always value life. Europe
has been shaped by Christianity and has been a Christian continent for over a millennium.
Without any exception, all EU members were already Christian before becoming a nation
state. The majority of the founding fathers of the EU were Christians. We believe that the EU
should be proud of its Christian roots and that Christian culture and heritage should be
preserved. Key aspects of this culture are freedom, love, truth, reconciliation and respect for
life. Europe has become a diverse continent which it can remain only when everyone
respects the view and faith of the other. For this reason, we are weary of secular antireligious
ideologies that want to remove the heritage of Christian thinking and play down its relevance.
For the same reason, we are opposing EU membership of Turkey which has a different
cultural background and different values.
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